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An accurate Defeription of the Cacao-tree, and the way of it's
Cwring and Husbandry , &c 5 given byan  Intelligent perfon
now refiding in Jamaica.

Send you on thisShip a box, that hath in it a Cacao«

tree painted tothe life. ’Tis certain , nothing was

ever more like 5 and this PiGure contains the whole Hiftory
of the Cacao, It's of anold Tree; the body of which (as
they commonly are,) is about 4inchesin diameter, 5 footin
height, and above 12,from the ground to the top of the Tree,
Ccccce Thefe
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Thefe Trees are exceedin%ly‘diﬁ'ere'nt among(t thémfelves ;
for,fome thoot up in 2 or 3 bodies; others in ope, #s this, Their
Leaves are many of them dead, and moft difeolour’d, unlefs
on very young Trees, They arenotat all beautiful, nor fo a-
greeable to the Eye, asthe Fruitis to the Palate of them that
love Chocolatto.  The number of Codds the Tree produces,
is uncertain : But we reckon, a bearing Tree yield} from 2
to 8 pound of nuts a year ; and each Codd contains from 20 to
30 nuts,

The Manaer of Curing themis ; to cut them down when
they are ripe, and to lay them to {weat 3 or 4 dayes in the
Codds 3 which is done by laying them on heaps. After this
they cut the codds, and take out the puts, gnd put them into
a trough cover'd with plantan-leaves, where they fweat again
about 15 or 20 days. The nuts that are in each codd, are kait
together by certain fibres, and have about them a white kind
of pu'p, that’s agreeable to the palate. By theturning and
fwetting their litele (trings are broken,and the pulp is imbibed
and mirgled with the fubftance of the nut.  After this, thiey

_are put to dry 3 or 4 weeks in the Sun, and then they
become of a reddifh dark colour, asyoufee, and fo are
cured,

What is remarkable in this Fruit is,that the Codds grow on-
}y out of the Body or great Limbs and boughs 5 and that at
the fame time, and in the fame place,there are blofloms,young
and ripe fruit,

Thefe Trees bear at different timessthe greateft crop,at moft
of cur Cacao walks is in Pecember and fannary: Bur at one
of Colonel Advdifords walks,whenee this Tree was taken,they
bear molt in Aay ; yetits not above § miles fronr thofe watks,
which bear alwaies in December : But thofe that bear
then, have fome fruit in ALy 5 as the’other have ia December,

It's plantes] firlt in the Nut, alwaies uader fhide: Somedo
it under Caffive; others, under Plantan-tree, and fomein the
Woods., The Spaniards ufed a certain large fhady plant,
calld by them Mdre di Cacao : We only th'others s and fel:
domtranfplant, only where it fails, a- it doth many times in o-
p<8, poor asd drylaods: fory thisTree requires to be fhels.

ter'd:
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ter'd from the Sun while ’tis young, and alwaies from the
Nord - Eaft winds3 andto have a fas moift low foyl, which
makes them to be planted commonly by Rivers and between
Mountains: So.that 'tisill living where there are good Cacao-
walks. Ioayear’s time the Plant comes to be 4 foot high,and
hath a leaf fixtimes as big as an old Tree, which, as che Plant
grows bigger, falls off, and lefler comein their place,which is
another extraordinary quality of this Tree,

The Treesare commonly planted at 12 foot diftance ; and
at 3 yearsold, where the ground is good, and the Plaor prof-
perous, it begins to beara little, and then they cut down all or
fome of the {hade, and{o the fruit increafes till the 1oth or
rathyears then the Tree is fuppofed to b in its prime. How
long it may contioue fo, nove with us can guefs s but it’scere
tain, the root generally fhoots out fuckers, that fupply the
place of theold {tock wheodead or cut down,unlefs when a-
ny ill quality of the ground or air kill both. _

Neither we,o0r our neighbours of Hifpaniolaor Cuba know,
what to attribute this lateblaft of the Cucao to.Some fancy,
*tig age 5 others thiok, ’tis worms 5 fome believe it to be want
of fhade, or anill quality of the winds 5 but molt judge it’s
fome Conftellation or ill Difpofition of the Climate, We
formerly might -have made here 2 or 300000 pound per an.
num 3 but thefe two lalt years hardly 5acc. Yet are not peo-
ple at all difcourag'd,but plant it fafter than ever, efpecially
to the Esftward, where are divers young walks,that have not
one dead or blafted tree.

Cacao was originally of thefe Indies and wild. Towards Ads-
racajo are divers Spots of it in the mountains ; and I'am
informed,the Portuguefes have.lately difcover'd whole Woode
of itup the River of Adaranon.

This is the Hiftory of the Gacao and its Husbandry,
You cannot beignorant of its ufe and virtue 5 but nothing,
me thioks, commends it fo much, as that it fhould pafs
by detail for Mooy in New Spain and the Silver-Coum

tries.
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